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E apparso sulla rivista SQUARE, il piti importante magazine inglese e voce della Massoneria
Emulation, un lungo articolo sulla Confederazione Massonica Francese CMF, composta dalle
quattro maggiori Obbedienze francesi, che professano la pura tradizione scozzese, con leader
indiscusso la Gran Loggia di Francia.

La CMF, i cui appartenenti superano i 65.000 fratelli, € nata sulla spinta del progetto della
Confederazione delle Grandi Logge Unite d’Europa che aveva recepito appieno l'iniziativa della
Serenissima Gran Loggia d’ltalia, la quale era stata la promotrice della Confederazione delle
Grandi Logge Unite d’ltalia.

Infatti, dopo la dura Dichiarazione di Basilea del giugno 2013 e la altrettanto dura
controdichiarazione del settembre del 2013 a Roma, le cinque sorelle (Germania, Svizzera
Alpina, Benelux) vicine alla Gran Loggia Unita d’'Inghilterra, hanno mostrato grande attenzione
alla CMF con la Dichiarazione di Berlino del 2014, aprendo ad un possibile riconoscimento
reciproco tra la Confederazione e la rinata Gran Loggia Nazionale di Francia. Sta forse cadendo
il tabu di una sola Obbedienza per territorio. Ormai € un fatto acclarato che in ogni nazione
siano presenti alcune Obbedienze pienamente regolari e che la divisione aiuta solo al nascere e
proliferare di realta associative di dubbia regolarita. Il futuro, intuito ormai da qualche anno,
questo: riconoscere I'esistenza di piu obbedienze regolari per territorio, auspicando che le realta
scozzesi possano trovare cammino comune in una sola Piramide sopra il Cubo. In ltalia sara
arduo il cammino del dialogo, perché si vanno a toccare piccoli feudi di pseudo potere, tanto
cari ai campanilismi italiani. E giunto il momento di un pieno ritorno ad una nuova Massoneria
Federiciana.

Tutti vorrebbero cambiare I’lUmanita, ma a nessuno viene l’idea di trasformare se
stesso.”

Leone Tolstoj
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“There is a Tide in the Affairs of Men'

John Belton

< here is a tide in the affuirs of men', wrote
‘William Shakespeare in Julius Cacsar and
perhaps that is true. In May this year | was

t @ symposium in Tzmir in Turkey and
the topic of the address by the Grand Master was titled
‘Regularity, Inter-visitation and Recognition’. Among

Rudiger Templin, and Thomas Jackson, Executive
Secretary of the World Conference of Grand Lodges.
YuttenLpoa sering oy s rticle o
message flashed onto cuncing that the
Supreme Council Southern Taris of
Rim in the USA has reconised its Prince TTall (BT m)
cti frer a fow

ains separate from
and the smmm Rite NM] (Northern
Masonic Jurisdiction) had already recognised its
nowthern counterpart. S0 smERINE
took the Southern Jurisdiction so long to do the same?
Tt docs in part go back around  quarter of a contury
e Hall Grand Lodge
e s o et e i
the number of recognitions has grown until only nine
of the fifty-two States of the USA have not taken
those steps of recog “The progress seems to have
ground down to an exceptionally slow pace and there arc
rumblings from brothers who feel that there the cthical
and moral values of Freemasonry should be applicd.
Theres eallynn lopialseseon. piven iat BHA Grand
Lodges in principle are considered as being ‘regular’,
a5 to why the majority of PFLA brothers in those nine

he earl

AMANCE a7,

oscurs many observes il be dfigheed o bve, or ) <0, |

T e L thac 150 ¢join, 2
whose lodges worked the Swedis Tulks continued

b 1505 it e sireae T ey ol ot

United Grand Lodges of Germany. It is important to

note the plural in Grand Lodges because cach
Lodge would continue to govern its own internal affairs
wehile che United Grand Lodges of Germany would
look after external matters and general polic

S S e

the role of the new body.

Tn 1970 they had an amended Magna Charta

and were joined by the Grand Lodge of British

Treemasons in Germany and the American

rese Grand Lodges were

specifically formed for the benefit of the NATO
being garrisoned in the

permitted to be recognised by the United Grand Lodge
of England (UGLE) and other Grand Lodges and
enter the European Masonic community. Onc might
sguess that the later 1970 inclusion of the B
and American-Canadian Grand Lodges was the
final piece in the jigsaw puzzle. The process was

n and not without
its pains an les. That was evident when T
heard the Grand Master of Germany, Bro Rudiger
Templin, deliver a heareielt address on this subject
20 2 symposium in Turkey in 2013, They can
<hat there are similaritics between their situation in

crucial to an understanding of the route suggestc
those five European Grand Lodges that issucd their
first scarement in Basel in 2012.

s the recent conference

of European Grand
Ts

Grand Master of UGLE, Perer Lownde:

‘sléhough he was spealing hypothedically, UGLE

could recognize two Grand Lodges in the sam

LN e D e

amity with each other (these are the words noted down

by one of those present and hence may not be word—
periect but certainly carry the gist of it). Tt is greatly

forme

encouraging to discover that such lateral dy
¢

the first time in over majority of French 3 hen compared with the old style of the winner
Mroihen mithin the fold of eLopniecd Freomusonrs. (o akes all und the Toser gers excommunicated and
is worth exploring some of the background ol consigmed to purgarory) is tuking place, because

Dehind the situation in Germany after World = a more detuiled cxploration of such possibilities
War zain some appreciation of t A : may open the door to a resolution of nmn) gx (h:

German perspective on matters of regularity a I outstanding and intractable nitio

recognition. In 1948 they furm:d a United Grand. £ ﬂ,;-‘ %urupt “These are surely steps to be npphudkd h,

T.ox = of us.

It is intoresting to reflect that among tho:
Grand Lodges artending, and
considering thern as being regular, were o Fror

two from
five from France were the four of the Confederation
and the GLNFI A decade ago su
would have been almost inconseivable but the
acknow

can no longer
structure it us
Wi

goings-on from inside or an outsider looking

ought 1o be recognised by them and should not be
excluded from being part o

arc found to bring greater
brothers into the b

comm

Masonic values in practice. | suspect the next few years
may sce some progress in these marters

Brutus:
Which, taken at the flood, leads on (o fortunc;
Onmitted, all the

,
And we must take the current when it serves,
Orlose

Left and below: The seals and signatures on the Treaty which
d the Confédération Maconnique de France

“IThere is a Tide in the
Affairs of M en’

Matters of Recognition: A Test of Masonic Values

states are excluded from being part of the ‘greater
regular That

has semained unforthcoming because of 4 practice ill
now considered normal, that both the mainstream and
PHA Grand Lodgea had o recopaloe cath other berore
anyone else woul

Th

at might scem OK and fiir cnough, except that

ognitions,
e previous issues of

a wider inclusion of regular Trench by
remained in the aftermath of the GLNE debacle. The

vast majority of brothers from European Freemasonry.
That experience lec them to provids encouragement fo
the French to consider doing

After extensive dis n both between Grand
Liodistorntl Baihtos, ot ok hitn it opirlecs
and on 10 Juns signed a trsaty which formed the
édé e de France Lchﬁ
i Gl s PhS
T0E), Grandle g Tradtionnslle

Magonnique Irangaise (G
Grande Loge Indépendante de France (GLIF). The
treaty includes various principles that we will all
recognize.

- Invocation of the Great Architect of the Universe

- Exclusive sovereignty over the symbolic Degrees

(for us the three Craft degrees)

~ Independence from any Masonie structure of the

Higher Degrees

- No female presence during ritual workings

- Prohibition of political or religious discussions
“The progressive and spiritual character of ths

Masonic approach

Once the ary formalities and so on have been
mpleieditiy is surely the in ent of the original five
Grand Lodges who met first in Basel (and were later

,mmd by e Girand Esat of the Netherlande) and the
CMAF to exchange murual recognition. When that

“ThereisaTi

the Affairs of Man®

ing

aving cnough others
m Ttaly,
Greece and five (ycs, five) from France. The

ch a presence

ledgement that Freemasonry in Eu:
e T o M e
ed to be.
rether one is a brother watching these
ing
questions that come to mind about
valucs of morality and ethics and of

of the broader Scottish

roader mainstream Masonic

anity, we will have demonstrated our truly

a tide in the affairs of men.

e voyage of their life
bound in shallows and in miseries.

n such a full e now afl

our ventures.

Julius Caesar, Act 4, Scene 3.




